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Missing wallet
returned 20
years later
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Police apprehend robbery suspects
Eric Andrews &
Katherine Yeager
Co-Editors in Chief

Back in May, two Taylor students find a
20 year old wallet in the ground Page 3

Something to
write home about
Three Taylor alumni find success in
their writing careers. Page 4

Moments make
history

Taylor theatre department's first
dance production Page 6

Editor’s Note: Provost Jeff Moshier reported Wednesday morning: “Classes
will resume at noon today following the
resolution of an all-night police search
near Upland and the Taylor campus.
The Boren Center, KSAC, and other
campus facilities are now open. Chapel
services at 10 am have been cancelled.
Suspects in an armed robbery in Daleville, Ind., were apprehended on CR 700s
in the past hour. They were originally
stopped near Upland last evening and
fled on foot. Taylor police and campus
officials monitored the search throughout the night, which led to their request
for students to stay indoors as a precaution. We give thanks to God for a peaceful resolution to this situation.”
Police arrested two armed robbery
suspects from Fort Wayne who were taken into custody at 8:47 a.m. and 8:48 a.m.,
respectively, Wednesday. The suspects,
Steeve E. Louis and Elijah N. Shores, are
currently being held at the Delaware
County jail on robbery-related charges

An everpresent issue

How should we respond to the
Las Vegas shooting? Page 7
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Steeve E. Louis (left) and Elijah N.
Shores (right) of Ft. Wayne were
both arrested early Wednesday
morning and face multiple charges.

According to the Delaware County
police, Louis has been charged with
robbery, resisting law enforcement, carrying a handgun without a license, auto
theft, dangerous possession of a firearm
and possession of marijuana and is being held with a $52,500 bond.
Shores has been charged with robbery, unlawful possession of a firearm
by a felon, carrying a handgun without
a license, auto theft and resisting law
enforcement, as well as an accusation
of parole violation. Shores is being held
without a bond.
Both suspects have a criminal history. Shores was previously charged with
auto theft on Aug. 24 for stealing a vehicle and the reception of stolen auto
parts. Shores also has a burglary conviction with a six year sentence in Allan County from Jan. 13, 2015. Louis
was charged with robbery on Jan. 8,
2016 and released with a $10,000 bond,

Class of ’67 donates
50th anniversary gifts
News Co-Editor

@Echo_TaylorU

TheEchoNews.com

SUBSCRIBE TO

THE ECHO!

Print and electronic
subscriptions
available by emailing
echo@taylor.edu

and has also been convicted of resisting law enforcement and possession
of marijuana.
Custody was confirmed at 8:51 a.m.
by law enforcement and TUAlert, a
Taylor University emergency text messaging service, which gave students an
all-clear message to resume normal activities at 8:57 a.m.
Law enforcement apprehended the
suspects after a command was set up
at 8:46 a.m. Wednesday at the intersection of 700 S and 800 E in Upland by a
gravel company two miles off campus.
Law enforcement then caught the suspects attempting to cross 700 S.
The suspects robbed a Daleville, Ind.
Shell convenience store on IN 67 Tuesday evening, leading Taylor University
to take precautions after suspects fled
from police on foot near Upland Tuesday night. That caution, according to
Jim Garringer, director of media relations, prompted Taylor to encourage
students to remain inside Tuesday evening and decide to cancel chapel and
classes until noon Wednesday.
The suspects fled in a silver vehicle
and led authorities on a chase northbound on I-69 at 100 mph into Grant
County, according to a series of tweets
issued by The Star (Muncie) Press
Crime & Justice Reporter, Douglas
Walker. The Grant County Sheriff ’s
Department, Delaware County Sheriff ’s Department, Daleville Police Department and Indiana State Police all
worked together in the car chase, according to ABC 21. According to Lt. Eric
L. Fields of the Grant County Sheriff ’s
Office, the two suspects fled on foot
when the vehicle was stopped by police near 8400 E. SR 26, near the intersection of SR 26 and Wheeling Pike in
Grant County. The intersection, portions of which were closed Tuesday
evening, is located five miles from Taylor’s campus.
Law enforcement used heat signatures and night-vision drones to attempt to locate the suspects Tuesday
evening into early Wednesday morning.

The suspects were considered armed
and dangerous, according to ABC 21.
At 7:54 a.m. Wednesday, both suspects were spotted on foot by law enforcement, leading to their capture.
At 6:30 a.m. Wednesday, an email
announcement was sent to Taylor students, faculty and staff, approved by
Moshier, alerting the Taylor community that classes would be canceled
and activities suspended until noon
or further notice. Eastbrook Community Schools also canceled classes for
the day, according to an RTV 6 article.
In a Facebook post, local resident
Christal Keller said that, while driving
home Tuesday around 8:10 p.m., she did
not realize the robbers were driving behind her.
“We pulled over and about a quarter
mile past our wheeling pike and 26 intersection they fled on foot,” Keller said.
“They lost them at the river. Which is
just out back! But they were clearing
barns near Hoggy Miller road.”

Fifty years ago, the class of ’67 walked
the grounds of Taylor. This Friday, they
are returning to offer their wisdom and
gifts to the university as they reunite
for their reunion.
The gifts donated by the class include financial donations and the
Verdin post clock, located outside of
the Smith-Hermanson Music Building.
The financial areas recommended by
Taylor’s administration to be donated
toward included a Legacy ’67 Endowed
Scholarship, Winterholder Field, the
Bloomberg Terminal, the athletic
weight room, the historic Prayer Chapel, promotional branding support to
“Keep Taylor Taylor” and a general giving fund.
According to Chair of the Class of
’67 Reunion Committee Dick Gygi, the
fundraising goals for the class were set
high at $3.35 million, but the overall
goal was to break the previous 50th

anniversary class reunion record by
raising more than $4.206 million. Gygi
admitted the class’s “Big Hairy Audacious Goal (BHAG)” was to raise $6.7
million because the class was the class
of ’67. The final numbers of donations
and money raised will be revealed in
the homecoming chapel this Friday.
“We want every classmate (to) be
able to come back some day with
their kids or grandkids and say, ‘We
did that,’” Gygi said. “‘And I helped with
that clock. We did that in 2017.’ It’s a visible symbol of the legacy of the class.”
The idea for the Verdin post clock
came late in the campaign. Gygi said
the response from the administration
went far beyond what the class was
expecting. The area on campus with
the clock has been made into a destination, an spot where Gygi hopes
to have the ’67 class members renew
their wedding vows or have current
students get engaged.
Finding the perfect location on
campus was a task Special Assistant to the President Ron Sutherland
and President Lowell Haines undertook. According to Haines, both he
and Sutherland walked the campus

happened at Indiana University - Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI)
Tuesday evening. In the incident at IUPUI, according to Fox News, a group
of men fled the scene in a silver fourdoor vehicle.
Taylor senior Aaron Voss was studying for a macroeconomics test with a
group of classmates when he received
a call. Police were at his house. Voss
drove home and found nine police officers from Daleville, Gaston and other
local police forces.
“I was only (a part) of the chase for
a few minutes but it was clear that police were in a serious pursuit of two
armed robbers which they were prepared to bring down pacifically or otherwise,” Voss said. “It was pitch black
everywhere, the situation was simply intense, and I had an enormous
amount of respect for our local police
forces. It definitely felt like something
from a movie, pitch black environment, two robbers on the loose, and a

Photograph by Riley Hochstetler

Suspects were apprehended near the intersection of 700 S and 800 E
by the Upland gravel pit two miles from Taylor's campus.

Keller added that a helicopter and
night-vision drones were summoned.
Local resident Gabe Sheets commented on Keller’s post and stated the
drone flew over his back yard.
Amy Breedlove, an individual who
commented on Keller’s post, said a
similar incident of armed robbery

A return investment
Chrysa Keenon

Facebook.com/
TaylorUniversityEcho
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Police officers from multiple counties worked together in a joint effort to apprehend two suspects.
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The Verdin post clock got installed
this past week to make the
newest campus “destination.”

to find a place that would add to the
aesthetic of campus without appearing too cramped.
“We’re always looking for ways to
enhance the beauty,” Haines said.
“When they came and brought the
idea of the clock, I’ve seen those clocks

team of armed police (officers) on their
track. Even though I wasn’t much help
in the investigation, it felt sobering being so close to a live and very active
police chase. A night I certainly won’t
forget anytime soon.”
Robbery continues on page 2

before, and I thought, ‘That’d be wonderful.’ It was a matter of identifying
the location.”
According to Gygi, in 1965 President
Milo Rediger challenged each alumni
class to bring a “transformational” gift
to campus. The reunion tradition was
built around Rediger’s vision of creating a beautiful destination for Taylor’s
campus when the university board decided to keep the campus in Upland
after debate of moving to Fort Wayne.
The verse paired with the clock is
Psalm 90:12: “So teach us to number
our days that we may gain a heart
of wisdom.”
“This verse encourages me to value
highly and not waste even one day, or
the opportunities within each day to
learn and to work to develop that heart
of wisdom God desires for me,” Ken
Wolgemuth, chair of class of ’67 clock
and legacy gift committee, said. “This
is Taylor, for as a student on this campus, I began to develop this discipline.”
Gygi predicts around 90 members of
the Class of ’67 will return for homecoming. There will be a memorial service for those class members who are
deceased on Friday afternoon. The
Verdin post clock will be dedicated by
the class at 11 a.m. tomorrow.
echo@taylor.edu
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“Movie directors and producers deliberately and
intentionally portray and re-enact these beliefs in
such a manner that they reconnect with African
worldview on witchcraft.”
Human rights wronged
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U.N. invites professor
to speak at witchcraft
accusation workshop

Problems in paradise

Gabby Carlson
News Co-Editor

Robert Priest, professor of anthropology, spoke at a United Nations
(U.N.) Experts Workshop held in Geneva, Switzerland on Sept. 21-22. The
workshop highlighted witchcraft accusations happening in Europe and
Africa in today’s culture. Thirty experts were brought in from all over
the world, Priest being one of them,
to discuss what can be done about
these accusations.
A witchcraft accusation is when a
person believes a tragedy happens
to them because of another person.
Therefore, the victim finds a vulnerable person in their society and accuse
them of being a “witch,” and that leads
to their persecution, whether that be
beatings, banishment, amputation of
limbs, torture or even murder.
Witchcraft practices and beliefs
around the world have come to violate human rights. Most victims are
the vulnerable, such as widows, women, the disabled, the elderly and, more
recently, young orphans. Despite the
severity of the violations, witchcraft
accusations differentiate between cultures, making a definition and consensus difficult to agree upon, according
to the pamphlet for the workshop.
Nollywood — Africa’s and specifically Nigeria’s — version of Hollywood, does not aid in the fight
against witchcraft. Rather, they consider it a normality. In 2009, 872 films
were produced by Nollywood and
distributed all over the continent of

Bree Bailey
Contributor

Photograph provided by Robert Priest

Robert Priest was one of thirty to speak on witchcraft
accusations at a U.N. workshop held in Geneva, Switzerland.

Africa, many involving witchcraft related themes.
“Though they are usually cheap
and of poor quality, these movie
videos are one of the most powerful promoters of belief and practice
of occultism, witchcraft belief and
practice, Spiritism and ancestral veneration,” General Secretary of Evangelical Churches Winning All (ECWA)
Samuel Waje Kunhiyop said in a blog
post from Feb. 2, 2016. “Movie directors and producers deliberately and
intentionally portray and re-enact
these beliefs in such a manner that
they reconnect with African worldview on witchcraft.” Kunhiyop was
also a speaker at the workshop.
This workshop is considered
groundbreaking, as it is the first-ever to discuss witchcraft and human

rights in a systematic and in-depth
manner at the U.N. or international
level. The goal was to bring understanding of the practices and beliefs
of witchcraft and how they impact human rights.
According to Priest, there was no
consensus to what would be done to
stop the issue. However, steps are being taken to draft a document to stop
these witchcraft accusations. To learn
more, many of the speakers who were
at the workshop contribute their research to a website through the Carl
F. H. Henry Center.
Priest will teach a class in the spring
called The Anthropology of Magic, Witchcraft and Religion that will
touch on the issue of witchcraft accusations and his experience in the field.

Known to many as a beautiful
island getaway, Puerto Rico is
home to gorgeous landscapes and
kind-hearted people. Today, this
scenic island is facing its most
devastating catastrophe in over
a century. Since Hurricane Maria
struck on Sept. 20, Puerto Ricans
have been fighting for survival.
“Only 47 percent of the island’s
water customers have access to
potable water and 95 percent of
Puerto Rico is still without power,” The office of Puerto Rico’s governor said.
Because of this, the islanders are
experiencing a new sense of unity, yet at the same time, a greater
spirit of fear.
“Basically, we’re drinking wine
and talking about how we can
best arm ourselves and protect
our families,” said paramedic Jose
Camacho Santiago, quoted in the
NY Times.

echo@taylor.edu

L A S V E G A S RESPONSES

"My niece Christina, who lives in Nevada, posted pictures from a music festival this past weekend. Being in IN, I didn't really pay attention to where. She and her friend were attending for
the second year and having a wonderful time. I "liked" her photo and went on with my day.
Then, I began to see news about the active shooter. At a festival. In Las Vegas. I found myself
asking, "(Where) is she?" Then, I knew. Filled with fear, I waited. At 12:35 am Sunday, Christina posted the following: "we’re
on lockdown at Hooters- ran as fast as we could. We’re safe,
extremely shaken up but we’re okay.
I am thankful that she and her friends are safe, but I am over10/7– 9 a.m.–2 p.m.
whelmed at the loss and carnage this young woman faced. I
am heartbroken that visions of that night will haunt her, and
yet I balance that with knowing she survived. I am thankful for
the many who reached out to her, the coworker who bought
her a ticket home to see her family. I am thankful for social
Autumn Market
media that can be a link to the outside world in moments
such as this. Most of all, I am thankful for God's protection
for her and many who escaped this tragedy, but who escaped
changed by it. May God walk with each survivor and family
who lost a loved one. This tragedy is not yet over."
The Bridge Cafe, Upland

The Puerto Rico Police Department revealed this week that 18
homicides occurred on the island during the first 10 days after
the storm.
Since Puerto Rico is an American
territory, and home to 3.4 million
U.S. citizens, why does it appear the
federal government is reacting so
slowly? Due to the Posse Comitatus Act that applies to all American
territories, the federal military’s
action is limited only to requests
made by Puerto Rico. Many are
criticizing the apparent lack of care
government officials have invested
toward this crisis.
However, these officials argue
Puerto Rico has not asked for the
help. Recently, a disagreement between President Trump and Puerto
Rican mayor Carmen Yulin Cruz resulted in a face-to-face meeting on
the island. During this visit, Trump
was able to witness firsthand what

Photograph by Ruth Flores-Orellana

Freshman Bree Bailey researches
each story for her column,
heartbeat by heartbeat.

horrors the island is facing.
“It’s been amazing what’s been
done in a very short period of time
on Puerto Rico,” the president said
when he returned to the states.
However, former Puerto Rico
governor Alejandro García Padilla warned unless the island is assisted soon, many thousands could
die. Trump, Cruz and several other leaders all claim to be giving
their best efforts in helping the
citizens of Puerto Rico get back
on their feet.
Ten thousand federal workers
from federal departments and agencies are on the island. According to
FEMA, it has reached all of Puerto
Rico's 78 municipalities and delivered a million meals, along with 2
million liters of water, to 11 distribution centers on the island. Nonetheless, many still remain unhelped.
“The real test of leadership is
now what do we do about it now
that it’s clear that Puerto Rico is going to need help for a long time,” Lt.
Gen. P.K. “Ken” Keen, a three-star
general who commanded the U.S.
military effort in Haiti, said.
The United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) is currently working to provide the necessary help
to Puerto Ricans through distributing emergency kits. Kits provide the receiver with supplies
such as water purification tablets,
a water bucket with a lid, water
containers, soap, toothpaste, detergent and sanitary pads. These
supplies will help prevent the
spread of disease, which often results from catastrophes such as
this. To join them in helping our
fellow Americans, you can visit
their website.
echo@taylor.edu

Need weekend plans? Upcoming local events

– Dr. Carie King

10/7 – 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

10/7 – 10 a.m.–12 p.m.

Indiana Renaissance
Faire Opening Day
Celebration

Color Me Pink
5K Run

Noblesville, Ind.

Matter Park,
Marion, Ind.

due to portions of SR 26 being shut
down during the hunt. The buses
were redirected after arriving at the
SR 26-Wheeling Pike intersection. Junior Kelly Sisson, a student on one of
the buses, reported passing eight police cars on the way back to campus.
Several students on campus received the text messages while studying in the library Tuesday night and
expressed gratitude for the alert system and concern for the situation.
“I’m really grateful for TU alerts and
Jeff Wallace and the whole team,” senior Bella Purcell said. “Even though
this has been going on I’ve never
felt unsafe.”
Junior Josie Luptak felt grateful to
be with friends in the midst of a scary
situation and thankful for the police at
work. Luptak and her friends gathered

around a police scanner and listened to
the events unfold.
“I was emotionally distressed and felt
that I couldn’t do my work,” senior Lauren Huffman said. “I’m really grateful
for the TU alert system. I’ve never seen
it used in such a legitimate way. It’s usually a boil advisory or something.”
According to an email sent out from
Director of the Counseling Center
Caroline Poland, the center was open
from 12-5 p.m. Wednesday to the Taylor student body to provide a space
for students to process the nearby
police situation that occurred Tuesday evening and Wednesday morning.
The counseling center also provided a sensory-grounding box making
station by the Jumping Bean from 1-3
p.m. Wednesday.
echo@taylor.edu

echo@taylor.edu

Minutes after Voss left for home, students reported receiving a text message
from TUAlert. The Taylor community
received a total of seven texts from the
emergency alert service, the most recently
of which was sent at 8:57 a.m. Wednesday:
Tuesday:
9:25 p.m. EST “Police situation occurring off campus nearby. Please stay
indoors seek safe location until further notice.”
10:05 p.m. EST “There is a police situation near, but off campus. As a precautionary measure, please remain in
a safe secure location while police continue to handle t”
11:24 p.m. EST “Off campus police
situation is ongoing. Please continue

to seek a safe and secure location indoors. Will update as information becomes available.”
Wednesday:
6:02 a.m. EST “Police situation
still ongoing. Classes and offices are
closed until noon/further notice. Stay
in safe secure location until all clear
through TUAlert.”
6:34 a.m. EST “Ongoing police situation, only essential personnel
report to campus, check with immediate supervisor.”
8:28 a.m. EST “The police situation
has escalated. Please remain inside.”
8:57 a.m. EST “All clear. Police situation resolved. Resume normal activities.”
“The key to situations like this being effective and safe is good communication, good training and the
ability to collaborate well with other

departments,” Police Chief Jeff Wallace said. “The scenario obviously
ended well; no one was hurt. It was
just a really good operation from multiple jurisdictions as we collaborated on a joint effort in a way that was
controlled, professional and provided
safety and security not only for Taylor,
but for the surrounding community.
Residence life, student development,
our faculty, everybody was a part of
this communications piece. With everybody playing a part and making
sure messages came out timely, clear
and concise and responses given to
concerns of students, faculty and staff
made for a high level of professionalism and service.”
Two buses of Taylor students returning from a field trip on Tuesday
were diverted to an alternate route

FEATURES

“The biggest thing I miss about home is my
mom’s cooking,” Trotman said. “American food
(in comparison) needs a lot more seasoning.”
A heart for the Taylor students
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Missing wallet returned 20 years later
said. “I certainly think back quite often and fondly of my years there and
my friendships and adventures. I
probably had more adventures than
class attendance.”
A computer science major, Griffis studied in what students called
“The Dungeon.” Before Euler opened
in 2012, the computer science department operated within Nussbaum’s basement.
The concrete basement had no windows and was too cramped for the department, according to Bill Toll, former
professor of computer science and current dean of the school of natural and
applied sciences. But instead of resenting their space, students dubbed it “The
Dungeon” as a term of affection.
Through taking classes in “The
Dungeon,” Griffis met his wife and
fellow computer science major, Amy
(Yoder ’99). They’ve since moved
to the East Coast and started their
own software consulting business in
Rhode Island.

Students reunite Taylor
alumnus with lost wallet
Becca Robb
Contributor

On a chilly Sunday afternoon in May,
two students turned up a piece of
history in a pile of dirt. Junior Andy
Willson and senior Michael Mundwiler were biking around Taylor’s
softball field when they noticed an
object lodged in the ground.
They hopped off their bikes to get a
closer look — it was a leather wallet. Willson peeled the wallet out of the crusted
dirt and pried open its leather flaps.
“My initial reaction was that somebody had dropped it very recently,”
Willson said. “Then I opened it up
and I found a credit card and the expiration date was like 1995.”
The wallet had hidden in the dirt for
over 20 years. But its contents were in almost perfect condition: an expired driver’s
license, bank and credit cards, a student
ID and a card to a video rental store.
Willson and Mundwiler brought
the wallet back to their dorm, Breuninger Hall, and tried swiping the
student ID to open the door. When
the card reader beeped and flashed
red lights, their interest turned to the
ID’s owner.
“The first thing we wanted to do
was look him up,” Willson said. “We
thought it would be really cool to have
him kind of freak out.”
The pair searched for the 1999 Taylor alumnus, Aron Griffis, on social
media. After finding who they hoped
was the owner, Willson contacted
him about their discovery.
“I suddenly got this message on Instagram,” Griffis said. “‘Hey man, I go to
Taylor University and my buddy and I
just found your wallet.’ It seemed kind
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"What a riot when somebody contacts you and says, ‘I found your wallet from 20
years ago. It was just here in the ground,’” Aron Griffis (’99) said.

of unbelievable — I thought there
must be some kind of mistake.”
Even though he wasn’t sure why
he’d still want his old wallet, Griffis
asked Willson to ship it to him. Willson obliged and sent the wallet back
to Griffis in Rhode Island. In return,
Griffis sent them $20, telling them to
go to Ivanhoe’s and get some ice cream.
Now Griffis’ wallet is sitting in a
cardboard box on his desk. He plans
to keep the license and student ID in a

box of memories, but he may not save
all the wallet’s contents.
“I don’t think I need the card for the
video store,” Griffis said. “Chances are
if I showed up with this card I’d have
some horrible fine to pay off.”
Willson believes heavy rains in May
may have washed the wallet out of
the ground. The area may have been
further disturbed as workers moved
dirt to build the LaRita Boren Campus Center, according to Grounds

Supervisor Kerry Shanebrook.
Though Griffis couldn’t actually recall losing his wallet, it may have happened during a camping excursion. He
became involved with Taylor’s Mu Kappa group after spending his high school
years in Cameroon. Griffis and several friends from Mu Kappa would carry
sleeping bags into the woods around
campus and sleep out in the open.
“I’m sure it was distressing at the
time, but I don’t remember that,” he

Photograph provided by Andy Willson

Griffis' wallet was mostly preserved,
possibly because it was protected
from the elements until recent
storms and construction.

“I think it’s just incredibly cool that
Andy (Willson) reached out and got
in touch. It’s been a lot of fun, actually,” Griffis said. “I follow him on Instagram — It’s fun to have struck up a
new friendship.”
echo@taylor.edu

A heart for the
Taylor students
Meet Travis
Trotman, Gerig
and Breuninger’s new
assistant hall director
Abigail Roberts
A&E Editor

Born and raised in Barbados with
a heart for conversations on race,
diversity or just about anything,
Taylor welcomes Gerig and Breuninger’s new assistant hall director
and Master of Arts in Higher Education (MAHE) student.
Travis Trotman graduated from
Houghton College in upstate New
York this last May. And from the
start of his sophomore year he
knew he wanted to pursue something in higher education.
Working within the admissions
realm his junior year and then as
an admissions intern his senior
year, Trotman’s passion for promoting learning continued to grow.
“(Personally) I like to be in the
constant posture of learning; it
gives us less excuses to be ignorant
and you gain so much more out of
life,” Trotman said.
Trotman heard about Taylor
from Josh Craton’s brother, Jon,
who served as Trotman’s hall director at Houghton College. So when
deciding on a master’s program,
Trotman quickly realized that Taylor was the place for him.
In addition to rigorous classes
every Tuesday and Thursday, MAHE
students also have a specific assistantship on campus. When applying for the MAHE program, the
position of assistant hall director
of Breuninger and Gerig was at the
top of Trotman’s list.
“Over the years, I’ve experienced
a lot and I want to pour into students what I’ve learned,” Trotman
said. “I’m an open book, I like to
get to know other people’s stories.
Let’s have a conversation!”
Don’t pass up a chance to ask

Travis about his connection to Rihanna's brother, his killer pottery
skills or his 113-year-old grandfather who lived to be the second oldest man in the world.
An international student himself,
Trotman spent all of his childhood
in Barbados. From jaw-dropping
vistas and crystal-clear water, Barbados rightfully earns the title as
‘gem of the Caribbean.’
“ Th e bi g ge st thin g I mi ss
about home is my mom’s cooking,” Trotman said. “American
food (in comparison) needs a lot
more seasoning.”
Self-proclaimed as a relatively
good cook himself, Trotman’s favorite dish is macaroni pie. This
meal’s not-so-secret ingredient is
Barbadian pepper sauce. If you ask
him, he might even be willing to
cook it for those who ask.
In Barbados, Trotman fell in love
with God’s creation, and at the age
of 11, he made Christ his personal
savior. His father, a Wesleyan pastor, and his mother, the first female
CEO of a large trade company in
Barbados, played key roles in his
early steps toward Christ.
However, like many others, Trotman’s faith truly became his own
when he came to college. Entering Houghton College as a music
major with a concentration in violin and leaving with a bachelor’s
of science in communications and
minor in voice performance, Trotman grew dramatically in those
four years.
Trotman knows that God put him
at Houghton for a reason. His college experience there geared him
toward being at Taylor. Going into
college with the mindset of having
everything planned out, Trotman
quickly realized he needed to let go
and let God.
Trotman advises students to be
open for the unexpected experiences and possible tornadoes in life.
“They allow us to connect with
what God has actually planned for
us,” Trotman said.

Photograph provided by Travis Trotman

Joy emanates from Travis Trotman in all he does.

College helped shape many of
Trotman’s views on not only God
and himself but also race and social issues.
As an international student
and minority, Houghton’s discussions about race, racism and
identity aided Trotman’s learning experience.

“The biggest thing I miss about
home is my mom’s cooking.
American food (in comparison)
needs a lot more seasoning.”
– Travis Trotman

“There were just a lot of different
things that we don’t talk about at
home (in Barbados),” Trotman said.
Trotman’s end goals are directed toward continuing on in a
residence life role, then moving
into possibly becoming a diversity counselor.
“I want to to pour into international students, also facilitating
conversations of diversity and culture on campus,” Trotman said.
A valuable asset to the Taylor
community, Trotman is bound
to make Gerig and Breuninger
places of open conversation
and belonging.
echo@taylor.edu
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A mile a minute

How to plan for your
day trip across the country
Rachel Pfeiffer
Contributor

One sunny day late in the summer,
my brother proposed a day trip — to a
destination 1,000 miles away. I’m normally not an adventurous person, but
we only had two weeks left before college started again. Summer break was
fading away — my last summer break
ever. What could I say but yes? Below is a small glimpse of our adventure with some tips on how to plan
your own.
– Travel light — but pack what
you’ll need.
We each took a drawstring bag and
were careful to pack only the essentials. Headphones, phone charger,
wallets (with cash and debit cards)
and boarding passes were all quick
choices. After some thought we both
added an extra t-shirt and deodorant,
and I’m sure the other passengers on
our return flight appreciated it!
– Pl an your transpor tation carefully.
In the summer months, one can often grab a round-trip ticket for less

than $100. We managed to find tickets for $80 each, and just over a week
later at 2 a.m. my alarm blared, signaling the start of our journey. We
made sure we knew what we were
doing for parking (valet) and how
much it cost ($25). It was a little more
expensive than short term parking,
but convenience justified the extra
10 bucks.
We handed the nice man our
keys and strolled into Cleveland
Hopkins International Airport.
Soon we were in the air, New Orleans bound! Once we landed,
we printed our boarding passes
at the kiosk for the return flight
then took an Uber to the historic
French Quarter. Uber isn’t cheap,
but in New Orleans there aren’t
many options for airport transportation. When you’re only in
a city for one day, ever y minute counts!
– Decide ahead of time what you
want to see and do.
We had our Uber driver take us
to a café in the heart of the French
Quarter, and it was a great choice
for breakfast. After some coffee and
a sugary beignet, we were ready to
start exploring.

Photograph by Rachel Pfeiffer

A scenic view of New Orleans.

I highly recommend doing a historic tour of the area you visit. Our
tour was free, and many cities offer
free tours, but we tipped our tour
guide at the end because she did an
amazing job. We learned about the
founding of the city, the architecture,

important people in French Quarter
history and plenty more fun facts.
Our tour ended at the French Market,
which brings me to my next point.
– Try the local delicacies.
After some persuading, we tried
alligator on the stick from the market.

It was very sausage-like and surprisingly good. We were still hungry, so
after walking along the boardwalk
to the outlet mall so I could charge
my phone, we found our way to the
Crazy Lobster Restaurant. We decided to split a platter of jambalaya, catfish soup and red beans and rice, with
a side of gumbo. The food contained
amazing flavors, and I’d recommend
all of it except maybe the slimy catfish soup.
– Give yourself a good time cushion to get back to the airport.
We explored a little more after we
ate, but around 4 p.m. we grabbed
another Uber back to the airport.
The traffic and security weren’t terrible, but one never knows what it
can be like during rush hour. We
really didn’t need to head back as
soon as we did. We had two hours
until we had to board, but better early than late. At 11 p.m., we
landed back home, and after an
hour drive, I took one of the best
showers of my life and collapsed
into bed.
All in all, it was definitely a long
day, but one I won’t soon forget.
We all need to be a little adventurous now and then. So, what are you
waiting for? Grab a bag and jump
on a plane somewhere — you won’t
regret it!
echo@taylor.edu

Something to write home about

Cooks outside the kitchen

Taylor alumni talk
of their real world
encounters and how
they succeeded in writing

Reviews of the
family recipes
hosted in the DC

City of David archaeological park
in Jerusalem and the history of the
site, as well as find an agent for
its publication.

Jori Hanna

Rayce Patterson

Contributor

Staff Writer

The road to becoming a professional writer can be a long and difficult
journey. However, it’s not impossible,
so take heart in these success stories
from Taylor University.
Photograph provided by David Adams

Chandler Birch
Class of 2014
Marketing Creative Writer at ACSI
Notable Work: “The Face Faker’s
Game” – Simon and Schuster
Photograph provided by Ana Hopkins Photography

Photograph provided by Taryn Zeidman

Robbie Maakestad
Class of 2012
Adjunct Faculty at George Washington University
Notable Work: “A Historic/Linguistic Lithostratigraphic Exploration of
How David Conquered Jerusalem” –
The Rumpus
What have you learned from Taylor University that has helped you
the most?
“The professors in the Biblical Studies department and the English department challenged me to think
deeply about issues of faith and how
that relates to writing, and what it
means to be both a Christian and
a writer.”
Do you have any advice for aspiring writers?
“Just finding a way to explore the topics you’re interested in or passionate
about and finding a way to merge
those interests. Figure out what it is
you love and make a space to pursue that.”
The Future:
Maakestad plans to finish a book
he is currently writing about the

Cara Strickland
Class of 2010
Freelance Writer
Notable Work: “Why Was Turkish
Delight C.S. Lewis’s Guilty Pleasure”
– JSTOR Daily
What have you learned from Taylor University that has helped you
the most?
“I’m not sure I would be a writer today if it wasn’t for (Assistant
Professor of English) Aaron Housholder. He really understood where
I was coming from as a writer. It’s
such a huge gift to have anybody
see you, and see what you are trying to accomplish and want to
support you in that. It was a wonderfully supportive environment to
explore who I was and realize that
my creativity was worthwhile.”
Do you have any advice for aspiring writers?
“I think that everybody can be
a writer. I think what that looks
like in your life is different for everybody. If this is something you
want to do, be honest with yourself about what kind of sacrifices
you are willing to make.”
The Future:
Strickland hopes to finish up her
residency in creative non-fiction as well as begin writing a
book and find an agent to get
it published.

What have you learned from Taylor University that has helped you
the most?
“ The most important thing I
picked up at Taylor was ‘fix it in
post.’ The idea was write something and don’t stop yourself because you know it is imperfect
because it’s going to be imperfect
in the first draft, no matter what.
Just lay down something and then
you can go back and fix it in post
production later.”
Do you have any advice for aspiring writers?
“Write a bunch. The most important
thing I learned how to do was how
to finish stuff. For me, the easiest
thing is to start a bunch of projects
and never do the actual grinding,
challenging work of making them
interesting and complete. Figuring
out how to finish things felt like an
actual level-up because figuring
out how to finish stuff is really really difficult.”
The Future:
Birch is currently working on an outline to a sequel for “The Face Faker’s
Game,” as well as several other projects, such as a potentially longer series
that falls into the portal fantasy genre.

“I think that everybody
can be a writer."
– Cara Strickland

echo@taylor.edu

The sound of forks hitting plates, the
murmur of intentional community
and the wafting mixtures of various
foods. Welcome to the Hodson Dining Commons, where one can eat as
much as they want as long as they
don’t leave. Creative Dining Services
recently chose to host a family recipe contest. The winners of this contest had their recipes featured in the
Home Kitchen section of the DC. On
Sept. 22, I had the pleasure of trying
them all.
Breakfast: Baked French Toast
Rating (out of 5): 5
For breakfast, I had the absolute
pleasure of eating some incredible
Baked French Toast, submitted by
freshman Lily Walter. Between the
perfect consistency and the hint of
cinnamon, this breakfast dissolved
in my mouth without being too
hard to cut or chew. I’d definitely
eat it again.

creamy and smooth.
I enjoyed it. I’d rate it 4 out of 5, and
I would eat it again. However, because
of my intolerance of spice, it may not
be my first choice. My friend, on the
other hand, would definitely eat it
again, and thought there was just
enough heat.

Photograph provided by Jori Hanna

Cajun chicken pasta, recipe by
sophomore Rachel Chambers.

Dinner: Moroccan Chicken Stew
Rating (out of 5): 5
Finally, after my long day of classes, I settled at a table for dinner. I
was incredibly surprised by senior
Rachel German’s Moroccan Chicken
Stew. It was both sweet and savory
at the same time, like a party on my
tongue. It was sweet in a citrus and
honey kind of way, while maintaining
the wonderful taste of spiced chicken.
Again, I was apprehensive as I smelled
it, since a few spices were evident.
However, there was no heat as there
had been at lunch. The stew managed
to maintain the integrity of the crispness of the vegetables without losing
its soupy quality. I would eat this dish
again in a heartbeat.

Photograph provided by Jori Hanna

Baked french toast, recipe by
freshman Lily Walter.

Lunch: Cajun Chicken Pasta
Rating (out of 5): 4
I returned again for a lunch of Cajun Chicken Pasta, submitted by
sophomore Rachel Chambers. I admit, I was a little apprehensive for
this one, as the word “Cajun” usually indicates more heat than I prefer.
So, to cover all my bases, I brought a
friend with me who enjoys spicy food.
We both agreed this pasta was good.
She didn’t notice the spice as much,
and it wasn’t too much spice for me
to finish. This pasta was surprisingly

Photograph provided by Jori Hanna

Moroccan chicken stew, recipe
by senior Rachel German.

Creative Dining Services hopes to
host this contest again next year, so
if you have a favorite home recipe,
yours could be featured as well, and
you could have a little taste of home.
echo@taylor.edu

Comic provided by Johnny Moscati III

"All in all, it was definitely a long day, but one
I won’t soon forget. We all need to be a little
adventurous now and then."
A mile a minute
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Senior Cora
Starke: "She's a
master at puns."

Sophomore Brandt
Maina: "He has the
voice of an angel."
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Across
2. This modern languages professor
enjoys kayaking.
3. Thi s Chri stian mini stries
professor likes to play chess
and Candyland.
4. This biblical studies professor
likes playing strategic games such
as Settlers of Catan.
5. This English professor has collected thousands of jazz era records.
7. This art professor likes listening
to Indie and World music.
8. This biblical studies professor enjoys watching mysteries, particularly Agatha Christie on PBS.
10. This technical director of the
theater enjoys missions work.
11. This communications professor
is a fan of 70s music.
12. This philosophy & religion professor is a fan of film and rock music.
13. This assistant professor of communication likes to listen to Celtic music.
Down
1. This political science and international relations professor likes to
play rugby.
3. This philosophy professor deems
himself to be "something of a deep
dish pizza connoisseur."
6. This steadicam instructor
likes spending time on his John
Deere tractor.
7. This assistant professor of film &
media production likes giant fireworks displays.
8. This professor of music and piano
enjoys watching ice hockey.
9. This assistant English professor
dabbles in carpentry.
14. This part-time history professor
enjoys discussion clubs.
15. This art professor enjoys making jewelry.

Photograph provided by Analiese Helms

#TaylorU’s

Echograms #TaylorU

TOP
TWEETS
Olivia Miller@ OliiviaaMillerr
It’s like God knew I was skipping
my morning classes anyways
#tayloru
Alyssa Morrison@ alynicmor16
So incredibly thankful for all the
police officers involved last night
for all their work and keeping us
safe #tayloru

@tayloruniv
One of our favorite fall scenes! #TaylorU #football

@Courtney_sullivan
Got to cheer on my favorite senior lax players #TaylorU #TULax

Lakota Hernandez@ khernando15
TU - classes are cancelled until
noon
My accounting prof - we still have
class at 11
#tayloru
Alexandra Kane@ akanedoit
gotta love it when you're in a
class and someone sneezes and
everyone stops and says "God
Bless You" including the teacher
#tayloru
Hannah Williams@ h__willy
Replying to @h__willy
#tayloru put this in the echo!!!!<3
Emily Rose Little@ EmRoseL14
I love waking up on a Saturday to
watch people scrape their faces
on the pavement after TOPPLING
off a bike #Tayloru
Cat Allocco@ catallocco
To the couple cuddling in the
laundry room: whhhhhhhhhhhhy.
Stop that. #tayloru
Annika Nord@ annika_nord
Shout out to @GraceIke98 for
continuing to brush her teeth
during broho's serenade #tayloru
Caroline Shapley@ c_shap14
"man, I need to update my
jean short collection." -cleaver
#TaylorU

@Michaelagrace77
Meet Skelvin, the official rep of Cellar’s Halloween spirit
and our cool “Fellarie” #cellariesforlife #tayloru@kait_bedel
@e_bookmyer @o.phipps@princesssuzypeach

@bradleyrjensen
Occasionally one gets to costume a dance show and it's incredible.
#tayloru #costumedesigner #ilovemymajor#aerialsilks

Grace Hooley@ GraceHooley
"Maybe he's an undercover cop..."
(Two girls in the bathroom talking
about why a guy won't respond)
#tayloru #englishhall

A&E

“Creativity is not a job, but a lifestyle. As an artist you can’t
not be creative.”
Man behind the Happy Meal toys
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Moments make history
First dance ‘production’
opens at Taylor University
Grace Hooley
Staff Writer

A moment is defined as “a brief period
of time” or “importance,” according to
the Oxford Dictionary.
We wander through life seeking
moments. Not flippant moments of
mundane experiences, but instead
we crave the broken and beautiful pieces of our lives that take our
breath away.
Today at 9 p.m. and tomorrow at
1:30 p.m., the very first dance production here at Taylor University will be
held in Mitchell Theatre by the music, theatre and dance department.
“Moments” is a different production
in the fact that the main medium of
the performance is dance.
“I can’t dance to save my life, but
it’s incredible getting to watch these
super-talented performers tell stories through dance,” said senior
Kenzi Nevins, stage manager. “This
isn’t a recital, it’s a fully-produced,

high-caliber production that I’m so
honored to be a part of !”
The production flows from dance to
dance, but the storyline of past, present and future will be seen throughout. It starts in the past with a piece
from the American musical “42nd
Street” that has been restaged from
its original choreography. The production moves from there until the
final piece called “Crosswalk,” which
is choreographed to portray the interactions and campus life of Taylor’s community.

This performance is going
to make Taylor history —
past, present and future.
The past pieces in this production
are taken from shows done at Taylor,
like “Oklahoma.” The present pieces
are taken from what the students are
working on in their dance classes now.
The future pieces are sneak peeks of
shows yet to come, such as “Pirates of
Penzance,” which will be performed in
February and “Mary Poppins,” which
will be performed in April.

With the addition of a new bachelor’s degree in the music, theatre and
dance department, Kory Browder, director for the “Moments” production,
feels that it’s important to offer more
opportunities for students to dance. According to Browder, the new bachelor’s
degree of fine arts for musical theatre
has put Taylor on the radar for students
looking to come and study dance. This
is the second year with the major, and
Browder hopes that this “Moments”
production will promote it well.
“So many students have come to
us in the opening of that department
that just love dance or took ballet
or took something when they were
younger,” Browder said. “When you’re
young and you have all this time to
do all these after school activities and
hobbies, it becomes part of your life.
Then, as you become an adult, you get
this mindset that those things have to
go away because . . . you don’t have
time for that. But really those things
bring joy into your life, and if we can
incorporate that into a student’s adult
life, I think that serves them well. We
would like to use it (“Moments”) as
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Photograph by Hannah Bolds

Cast of “Moments” takes the stage for final bows.

that stepping stone to promote the
department in its diversity — music,
theater and dance.”
Senior Alexis Turner, who will be
performing in the show, hopes that
the audience will see the hard work
that everyone has put into this performance. She hopes viewers will be
just as excited about where the department is heading. Browder feels
encouraged that viewers will have
a new respect for the department
and that this is the next step that
they’ve reached.
One cellist (junior Samantha Carlson), one pianist (professor Cliff Davis), one alumna (’16 alumna Erin
Gautille), one director (professor

Kory Browder) and 24 students have
come together along with many others to make this production possible.
Even though each participant in this
production may have different experiences and goals, most agree that
they are learning a lot and that this
performance is going to make Taylor
history — past, present and future.
“This show is a big step for the
department and a huge milestone
in the University’s history,” said junior Anna Kaye Schulte, a performer. “My hope is for people to walk
away from this performance with
immense pride for what their University can now offer.”
echo@taylor.edu

A&E Alumni Spotlights

The magic and the miracle
Production manager
of New City Players, ’13
alumnus Ryan Maloney
Becca Eis
Staff Writer

“In theater, we find ourselves in the
midst of the magic and the miracle,”
said Taylor alumnus Ryan Maloney (’13).
That is exactly where Maloney found
himself as a sixth grader in Taylor Theatre’s production of “Peter Pan” in the
winter of 2002. Little did he know, this
first theater experience would set the
stage for his future career as Company Member, Resident Scenic Designer, & Production Manager at New
City Players.
Son of Vance Maloney, professor of
Psychology, Ryan Maloney grew up
around Upland and became acquainted with Taylor and the Art Department
early on.
When he came to Taylor as a freshman in 2008, Maloney declared visual
art as his major. He also became involved with the production side of theater and began taking theater classes.
By his junior year, Maloney began auditioning and acting in productions.
Maloney soon became immersed in
the theatrical process and enjoyed the
true artistry and communal collaboration that it entailed. By his senior year,
Maloney was involved in student-directed shows, planting seeds for his
work now.

Photograph provided by Ryan Maloney

2013 alumnus Ryan Maloney

“[The cast] had this moment where
we looked around the room and were
like, ‘We could do this for the rest of our
lives,” Maloney said “This is so exhausting, but so rewarding at the same time.’”
After graduating, Maloney stayed
local, getting connected to the theater community in Indianapolis and
doing freelance design for Taylor’s lyric theatre program while dating Jessica Kirsch Maloney (’13), his now wife.
When Maloney received a call from
his friend, his plans to stay in Indianapolis changed. Tim Davis (’12) offered Maloney the opportunity to join
him as a technical director at a high
school in Florida and the promising
possibility of starting their own theater company.
Maloney then moved to Ft. Lauderdale and started teaching technical
theater at Calvary Christian Academy.

Maloney and Davis also began working together to build their own theater company, fulfilling a dream from
many years prior.
Even though New City Players’ founding sponsor was the City Arts Initiative
of City Church South Florida, the theater company is not faith-based.
“Our mission is not to present the
gospel,” Maloney said. “Our mission
is to present transformative theater.
We believe in the renewing of the city
culturally and believe that theater is
integral to people being transformed
experientially. . . . (We) want to be in
that arena and want to do it well and
with integrity.”
New City Player’s produced their inaugural show, “Godspell”, in April 2014.
They went on to produce “Rabbit Hole”
in November 2014 and “Red” in August
2015. By the summer of 2016, the company produced their first full season,
including a play in which Taylor’s own
Tracy Manning, Managing & Artistic
Director of Theatre, played a lead. In
May of 2017, Maloney resigned from
teaching at Calvary. This summer, New
City Players produced three more plays,
including “Proof,” “Twelfth Night” and
“True West,” in which Tim Davis and
his brother senior Andrew Davis acted.
Maloney has continued to audition
locally and hopes to one day earn his
Master of Fine Arts in acting.
You can learn more about Maloney’s
and Davis’ work and New City Players
at http://www.newcityplayers.org/.
echo@taylor.edu

Man behind the Happy Meal toys

Taylor graduate’s life
marked by creativity
Abigail Roberts
A&E Editor

In your next 1 a.m. run to McDonald’s
take a moment to notice the display
of Happy Meal toys you once eagerly
begged for as a child.
Yeqian Zhao, a 2015 Taylor art major, has always lived a lifestyle marked
by creativity. He currently works at
The Marketing Store, North America, an international design agency
with clients such as Nissan and McDonald’s, where his title actually is
“the creative.”
Browsing the aisles of Toys R Us,
drawing dozens of Pikachus, playing
with children’s toys and visiting Chicago art museums is just another typical workday for Zhao.
McDonald’s is one of The Marketing Store’s clients. With 14,155
restaurants in the United States and
a further 22,744 international locations, McDonald’s leads as one of the
biggest fast food chains in the world.
Set to produce more than a billion
toys this year, The Marketing Store is

Photograph provided by Yeqian Zhao

currently the biggest toy company in
the world.
“We design their Happy Meal toys,
Happy Meal products and their Monopoly game materials,” Zhao said.
“Most of toys that are going to be
in McDonald’s I have created or at
least touched.”
After graduating high school, Zhao
was planning on attending art school
and had already put down a deposit. Suddenly, God called Zhao to take

a leap of faith and instead apply
to Taylor.
Despite losing the chance of focusing in specifically on his craft, Zhao
knew that in the end what mattered
most wasn’t his art.
“(I asked myself) what if I had lost my
ability (to design), then I would have
nothing left,” Zhao said. “Taylor really
solidifies the (reason) ‘why’ you live.”
However, knowing that experience
and risk would take him far in the art

Little pond to giant
ocean
Abigail Roberts
A&E Editor

With designs for Adidas, USA Today
and Discovery Channel under his belt,
this 2012 Taylor graphic design graduate reflects on his time at Taylor.
After sending out desperate emails
his senior year, trying to plan his trajectory out in just a few short months,
Graham Hauser landed his first official
job in Washington D.C. as graphics designer for Discovery Channel.
His highest paying job to date, Hauser worked 10 or more hours a day on
Photoshop designing Discovery Channel thumbnails for Hulu, Netflix, Amazon and more. For Hauser this was a
complete learning curve.
“(But) I use that (skill) now to distinguish myself,” Hauser said. “It elevated my craft.”
He also applied many of these skills
at his next job as designer and art director for USA Today.
Currently working at Yyes, a closeknit boutique and design communications firm in Los Angeles, Hauser has
quickly grasped that Washington D.C.
was a smaller pond. He could be a bigger fish there. LA, on the other hand, is
much more like an ocean.
It is no secret that the art world is
all about your ability to sell yourself
and your work.
“If the person you’re selling it to buys
it, then you win,” Hauser said. “You have
to be an authentic person to succeed.”
One of the major lessons Hauser
took away from his time at Taylor was
the ability to present himself well, how

to “pitch creative.”
As a music minor with a concentration in voice, specifically opera, the
stage is no foreign ground for Hauser.
While working with the Taylor music
department, Hauser learned how to
perform despite feeling uncomfortable.
One day for art class, Hauser and his
classmates were presenting on branding. Everyone else went up shaking
and nervous, but because of his training in stage presence Hauser was able
to put everyone else at ease as he was
going up to present.
On the other hand, Hauser pointed out that the amount of critique he
had at Taylor was not sufficient. Sometimes, as an evangelical school, Taylor can lean toward the lenient side,
valuing the individual’s happiness and
well-being over their ultimate success,
according to Hauser.
“It’s one of the things the art department at Taylor needs to get better at,” Hauser said. “The (real world)
can be ruthless.”
Reflecting on his time at Taylor,
Hauser holds fond memories of his
Wengatz brothers, especially their
2010 and 2011 Melon and Gourd antics.
He is pleased to hear that the tradition
stood just as strong this year.
echo@taylor.edu

world, Zhao jumped right in spending the summer of his freshman year
interning at the the Art Institute of
Design in Pasadena, California. Their
clients include Pixar, Apple, Disney
and more.
Not stopping there, Zhao also interned at Parson’s School of Design in
New York City the following summer.
Adding a marketing minor gave
Zhao focus. The 3D concentration
gave him creativity and the ability
to really show off different sides of
his craft.
Zhao considers Professor Jonathan Bouw one of his most influential professors of graphic design.
Much of what Zhao created in Bouw’s
classes stand as essential pieces to
his portfolio.
Zhao’s advice for aspiring artists and designers is to always push
the boundaries.
“My personal statement is: ‘what
if ?’ and ‘Why not?’” Zhao said. “In

the corporate worlds there are a lot
of restrictions, but in everything I do
I ask ‘what if ?’ and ‘why not.’”
Zhao has been heading up the design and execution of all McDonald’s
Happy Meal toys at The Marketing
Store for the last year.
Working with producers of movies
and children’s shows, Zhao generates
ideas for toys by first sketching them
on paper, then turning them into full
scale products. The designs are then
sent to Hong Kong and manufactured.
Zhao’s first pieces, Back to School
Books, came out last month, and his
next pieces from “The Lego Ninjago
Movie” are coming out this month.
“It’s so crazy to move from Taylor
to now having my work all over the
world,” Zhao said. “My advice to current students would be always immerse yourself. Creativity is not a job,
but a lifestyle. As an artist you can’t
not be creative.”
echo@taylor.edu

Photograph provided by Graham Hauser

Graham Hauser, 2012 alumnus currently
working as graphic designer in Los Angeles.

OPINIONS

“It happened again — another mass murder.
And the same questions always follow: Why did
he do it? How can we stop it?”
Las Vegas shooter had a heart problem
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What are memories worth?
The roles of the
college yearbook
Donna Downs

Faculty Contributor

Since 1898, the
“Ilium” (previously known
as the “Gem”)
has been recording th e
history of Taylor University.
During World War I, “annuals” were
published alternate years between
1901 and 1919, but after World War I,
the student yearbook became a yearly
publication, according to “Taylor University, the First 25 Years.”
Over the past couple of decades
during the onslaught of social media and instant camera access, the
value of yearbooks has become questionable for many universities as they
experience budget cuts and reduced
sales. “The Baltimore Sun” last year
reported that, for the first time in
decades, Johns Hopkins University
would not print a yearbook because
students are documenting their experiences on social media and simply
don’t want to pay for the book.
It is true that students don’t appear
to value yearbooks like they once did.
Our photographer’s records show

that last year only 270 underclassmen
showed up to have their portraits taken, consistently dwindling from 594
four years earlier. Today I received an
email from a student who wishes to
get reimbursed for his “free” yearbook
because he doesn’t want it and doesn’t
think it should be covered in his tuition.
Perhaps it would help him and
others to understand the impact
of a yearbook and its true value for
an institution.
Each year a staff of writers, photographers and designers work diligently
and engage in an invaluable academic endeavor as they work together to
produce a more than 200-page book.
When I advised the yearbook in the
mid ‘90s and again in the mid 2000s,
two of my editors-in-chief said holding that position was their greatest
learning experience during their time
at Taylor. Students learn how to lead,
work as a team, design, meet deadlines, take photographs and, basically,
run a small publishing company.
Not only do students have an excellent academic experience, but they
offer the university insight into what
is important to students and record
history for the next generation.
When our van accident on April
26, 2006, occurred, I was the first
to be called because media wanted
our most recent pictures of the students killed in the accident. Those

photos were displayed on the front
pages of papers and websites around
the world. Of course, low resolution
pictures these days can be captured
from social media, but in many crisis situations, family members might
not want those photos to be used, or
they may not be good enough for
print. Our photographer graciously
and diligently worked with us to access his professional portraits to honor the lost lives.
When William Ringenberg wrote
the 125- and 150-year history books
of our university, he consistently referenced both the “Ilium” and The
Echo as credible sources of information. Students who record history in
both of these publications offer an irreplaceable service to the university.
Although social media runs rampant,
the campus yearbook and newspaper
are a yearly storehouse of those traditions, people and activities our university holds sacred in any given year.
No other place offers a mosaic of each
year like the “Ilium” does.
Yearbooks also serve as a public relations piece for a university, especially if they’re done well. It’s not unusual
for yearbooks to be laying on end tables near the president’s office or in
a lobby where prospective students
regularly visit. As in Taylor’s case, the
yearbook has won numerous awards,
giving the previous adviser, Mike
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Two copies of every Taylor University “Gem” and “Ilium” can
be found on the top level of Zondervan Library.

Saunier, bragging rights and showing
the quality of work our students do.
We’ve been recognized at state and
national conferences as doing exceptional work, quite the résumé builder
for the editors of those books.
If students, faculty and staff will
show enough interest in the yearbook to have their portraits taken,
we would represent our school more
accurately. I was dismayed to open
last year’s book and see that only 18
students from Bergwall, 11 from Swallow, 27 from Wengatz and three from
Breuninger had their portraits taken. Other hall numbers were slightly
higher. Only 32 faculty were represented on faculty pages.
How do we reimburse someone
for the cost of a yearbook? When

An ever-present issue

Tragedies aren’t
isolated events
Jakob Miller

Faculty Contributor

We h a v e a
script for these
things. That’s
how common
they’ve become.
It started almost before
the tragedy itself was over. Breaking news alerts
with breathless coverage of what few
details were known and endless repetitions of the footage. Social media
coverage bringing an initial wave of
condolences and prayers, and then
the first salvos of the battle to come.
Public figures letting us all know
that this tragedy, was, in fact, a tragedy, and that they were against it.
We’re in the later stages now: Every detail of the killer’s life will be
dredged up and plastered across
the news, giving them their posthumous 15 minutes of fame. (I thought
long and hard about whether, morally, I should contribute, in whatever small way, to giving Paddock the
airtime that he perhaps wanted. One
more drop in an ocean, I suppose.)
Political activists on both sides will
point out how this just so happens
to perfectly align with their own policy views. Emotions will run hot and
high, the lines will be drawn and the
other side will appear, for a time, to
have been replaced with thoroughly

amoral monsters. Congress will have
a moment of silence, and the flags will
fly half-mast, and in the public mind
a narrative will develop that tells us
what this killing was about.
Because meaningful tragedy is
somehow better, or at least easier to grasp, and because our minds
scramble for purchase on these horrific events, we imbue each one with
a purpose. The Pulse nightclub shooting became about homosexuality. The
Scalise shooting? Leftist extremism,
or the inflammatory nature of the
right. Take your pick. San Bernardino? Domestic terrorism. Or political
correctness. Charleston? Racism. We
don’t know Paddock’s motive yet, but
whether he had one or not, he will.
And with that meaning we’ve ascribed as a bow on things, we forget.
It’s become a ritual at this point
— honed to perfection by all the terrible practice we’ve had as a nation
as of late. We all know our parts.
Once we’re done, a few months from
now, we’ll be focused on something
else. Las Vegas will have faded from
our minds.
There’s something to be said for
moving on, and for cheerful resiliency: like Londoners during the Blitz,
keeping calm while the bombs fall.
And something to be said, too, for using these tragedies to draw our attention to the issues in our society. But in
our haste to package these tragedies
up and put them out of our minds,
in our quest for normalcy and routine in the face of tragedy, we overlook the root.

Letter to
the Editor

Gary Varvel

Indianapolis Star

It happened again — another mass
murder. And the same questions always follow: Why did he do it? How
can we stop it?
Predictably, the left reignited the gun
control debate almost immediately. Just
hours after the massacre, Hillary Clinton tweeted, “Imagine the deaths if the
shooter had a silencer, which the NRA
wants to make easier to get.” Really?
Then she followed this up with,
“Our grief isn’t enough. We can and
must put politics aside, stand up to
the NRA, and work together to try to
stop this from happening again.” Once
again, the NRA gets blamed. Exactly
how can government “stop this from
happening again?”
The truth is, government cannot solve every problem. It cannot

stop a 64-year-old man with no prior offenses from shooting innocent
people attending a country music
concert. And the idea that the government can disarm the American
public is not only unconstitutional,
it’s also impossible.
Fox News host Tucker Carlson said,
“Something strange is going on in
America. This wasn’t a feature of my
childhood. This is a new thing. Something is causing it.”
But what? What is causing it?
Jesus said in Matthew 15:19, “For
out of the heart come evil thoughts
— murder . . .”
Jeremiah 17:9 says, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?”

We are called, as Christians, to love
our neighbors and our enemies as
ourselves. Let’s take this as a renewed
challenge to demonstrate the love of
Christ, not merely today or when the
next tragedy inevitably occurs, but in
every day of our lives.
Even if we can’t move on after the
moment of silence.
echo@taylor.edu

The reaction to
the Las Vegas
shooting was
disappointing
in that it didn’t
seem to faze
anyone. All of
my classes went
on as normal, chapel was no different
and nobody I talked to went deeper
than a simple, “That’s so terrible! I’ll be
praying.” As I reflected the entire day I
remember thinking how shocked I was
that nobody (including myself) had
taken the initiative to pray as a group
for the individuals and their families.
One of the first catastrophic events
to happen in our lifetime was 9/11, and
although Las Vegas’ death toll was not
as high and there weren’t any international threats tied in, Las Vegas is
comparable because it is the worst domestic shooting in modern American
history with 59 dead and 527 injured.
We must fight the temptation to become numb to these events because
they are so frequent in a broken world.
We need to use these times of hurt as a
way to demonstrate Christ’s light to a
world which desperately needs it, because if we don’t, nobody will.
Nonprofits and church groups are
gathering supplies and lifting up
those affected by all of the natural
disasters. How different would it be
if everyone had reacted the same way
to the shootings in Las Vegas, or any
“man-made” disaster?
Carlee Svec, sophomore

without religious principles. By contrast, secular humanists believe morality can be attained without a belief
in God. Everyone has a moral compass. The question is what is guiding it? Washington recognized that
religious principles are essential in
order to guide people in the right
moral direction.
Radio talk show host Laura Ingraham said, “Secular humanism and
progressivism have supplanted the
understanding that without virtue
there is no freedom. Freedom without virtue is chaos.”
The connection of liberty and God
is a principle that has appeared on the
nameplate of The Indianapolis Star for
many years: 2 Corinthians 3:17, “Now
the Lord is the Spirit; and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” By
contrast, a country devoid of the Spirit
of the Lord will lose its liberty.
So while the families grieve their
losses, politicians will once again
debate gun control and demonize
each other for political gain. And
the government will not accomplish anything.

But Americans can do something.
We can pray to the God of peace. And
when you talk to him, here is some
advice on how to pray.
2 Chronicles 7:14 says, “If My people who are called by My name will
humble themselves, and pray and
seek My face, and turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin and
heal their land.”
Contact Varvel at gary.varvel@indystar.com. Friend him on Facebook
at Gary Varvel and follow him on
Twitter @varvel.
echo@taylor.edu
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Earlier this week, a Las Vegas music festival experienced the
deadliest mass shooting in modern U.S. history.

Hate.
These events don’t strike randomly.
They don’t fall from above like lightning. They erupt to the surface from
a boiling undercurrent of hate and
fear and resentment. We, as a society, fight and rage and let addictive
anger warm our hearts and simplify
the world with its burning clarity: reducing those unlike us from people
with whom we happen to disagree
to something somehow less than human. Beneath us. These killings are
just a symptom of that growing tide
of contempt.
That’s not a popular story. It lacks
clarity — a white hat and a black hat
to hang on our friends and foes. It ruins our scripts and practiced routines.
It makes the problem something constant, deep and ever-present that we

Las Vegas shooter had a heart problem
A guest column from
Indy Star Cartoonist

we consider the learning experience,
the historical representation and
the public relations aspects, we likely couldn’t begin to afford to reimburse its true value.
Take a walk in the archives and look
at Taylor’s past through the lens of
student media.
I challenge us as a community to
show up for pictures and be thoughtful of our photographer, understanding taking and selling professional
portraits is how he makes his living.
His time here does not cost the university, and, like any other professional, he deserves respect.
Let’s serve our university well as
we help tell today’s stories for tomorrow’s generation.
echo@taylor.edu

The problem is with the heart of humankind. We don’t need another law.
We don’t keep the ones we have. We
need a change of heart.
Our Founding Fathers understood
this problem. John Adams, the second
president of the United States, said,
“We have no government armed with
power capable of contending with human passions unbridled by morality
and religion . . . Our constitution was
made only for a moral and religious
people. It is wholly inadequate to the
government of any other.”
In George Washington’s farewell address, he said, “Let us with caution indulge the supposition that morality
can be maintained without religion.
Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined education on minds
of peculiar structure, reason and experience both forbid us to expect that
national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle.”
Did you catch that? He said reason and experience forbid us to expect that national morality will work

all have to struggle against in a hundred small ways every day, rather
than an isolated event with a single
dramatic solution, to be mourned for
a day or three.

“In our quest for normalcy and
routine in the face of tragedy,
we overlook the root.”

TROJAN NATION

“We have a have a lot of guys running
similar times and competing for the
top spots.”
Men’s and women’s cross country
feeling confident

TheEchoNews.com
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Welcome to the Hall of Fame
Taylor’s athletics
department introduces
the 2017 Hall of Fame class

performance is a big factor they take
into account. However, coaches can
be inducted as well.
Taylor alumni may be inducted
into the Hall of Fame because of the
accomplishments the achieved after
Taylor. For instance, if an athlete goes
on to compete professionally that
will be taken into account. Serving
at Taylor in the athletics department
may help them be inducted.
Pritchard Bawel racked up three
NAIA All-American honors, two MCC
Player of the Year honors and two
Natalie Steele Awards in her vol-

and coaches. I’m especially thankful
for Betsy and Bethany, my graduating class of teammates. Getting to
spend four years playing volleyball
with them is what allowed me to grow
as a player.”
Bedon prospered in Taylor’s tennis
program, as he ended his career with
a 129–40 overall record. He played in
the top lineup each season and was a
four-time All-MCC performer.
Bedon received an NAIA Honorable Mention All-American as a
senior along with two MCC No. 1 singles championships.

Kraynak enjoyed a successful end to
his four years playing baseball at Taylor. In his last two years, the team won
38 games each season and made it to
the NAIA championship back-to-back.
Justin Chapman
He was named an NAIA Honorable
Mention All-American and left Taylor
Sports Editor
leading the program in all-time hits
Last Wednesday, the Taylor Athlet(273) and saves (16).
ics Department announced that to“The most exciting thing for me
morrow three new members will be
was just knowing that I’ll be coninducted into its Hall of Fame. This
nected to such a great university,” said
will take place in addition to TayKraynak. “I look back on how much
lor’s 2017 Homecoming and FamiI enjoyed my time there and all the
ly Weekend.
great people that I came into contact
with. Really just excited to get to see
everybody again, and to come back
and reconnect with all the relationships I had back when I played.”
According to Kraynak, he didn’t
think about himself getting into the
Taylor Hall of Fame much. Life moves
on after college, and he is not thinking about what happened just now
seven years ago.
He says many players on his
team who played with him are just
as deserving. He remembers the relationships more than the individuPhotograph provided by Michael Kraynak
Photograph provided by Seth Mikel
Photograph provided by Seth Mikel
al performances.
Taylor alum Chris Holtmann was
The 2017 Hall of Fame class consists of Felipe Bedon, Kelsey Pritchard Bawel and Michael Kraynak.
supposed to be inducted this year
The members in the 2017 Hall leyball career at Taylor. She is third
While Bedon performed well in as well, but his schedule seems to be
of Fame class are Kelsey Pritchard all-time in kills for Taylor with 2,310. his years at Taylor, he did not expect packed right now. In June, Holtmann
Bawel (’12), Felipe Bedon (’11) and During her senior season, she add- to get into the Hall of Fame. In fact, accepted a job to be the head basketMichael Kraynak (’10). The follow- ed a CoSIDA First-Team Academic when they called him to let him know ball coach at The Ohio State University.
ing Taylor alumni will also be rec- All-American.
he will be inducted, he thought that
The special day is tomorrow, when
ognized: the Taylor’s men’s tennis
Pritchard Bawel was at the Kelley it was a mistake. Bedon thought they all three will be honored and recogteams from 1965 to 1969, the Tay- School of Business at Indiana Univer- were trying to contact his sister who nized for the outstanding work they
lor men’s golf teams of 1976 and 1977 sity and received a call before one of also played tennis at Taylor.
did at Taylor.
and George Glass, a 1977 TU Athlet- her meetings. A fellow Taylor volley“She was very, very good,” said Bedon.
ics Hall of Fame inductee.
ball alumni shared the news with “She was also the number one player at
According to Director of Intercol- her. In the moment she did not fully Taylor for the four years that she was
legiate Athletics Kyle Gould, there realize what was just spoken to her. there. She definitely has a better record
ambassadors for Taylor who have
is an external board that votes and It was not until later that her brain than I did, so that’s why I thought, ‘It
gone on to obviously be successdecides who enters the Hall of Fame. registered she will be in Taylor’s Hall must be her and it must be a mistake’.”
ful in life,” said Gould. “Just really
The board consists of Taylor alumni. of Fame.
proud of all three of them. I think
Once he knew that it was him, not
The Taylor coaches nominate
they all represent the very best, not
“I am extremely honored to be in- his sister getting inducted, he was
players who played exceptional- ducted into the Taylor Hall of Fame,” ready to get back on campus. He has
just, like, athletics at Taylor, but just
ly well during their career, and the said Pritchard Bawel. “There is no heard of new additions such as LariTaylor. It’ll be a great day to honor
process starts from there to deter- way this would be happening without ta Boren Campus Center and is excit“ Three great athletes, great those three.”
mine who makes it. Clearly, athletic the support of my family, teammates, ed to see how beautiful campus looks. students and also just great
echo@taylor.edu

The Echo Sports

“The most exciting
thing for me was
just knowing that
I’ll be connected
to such a great
university,” said
Kraynak.

Trojans fall short of upset bid against Cougars
Trojans scare
No. 13 St. Xavier, yet
efforts are not enough
Blakelee Steeb
Staff Writer

Last Saturday, Taylor football traveled to Chicago with high hopes of
competing with St. Xavier, the No.
13-ranked team in the nation. They
achieved their goal, but fell short at
the completion of the game, losing
24–20.
The Trojans suffered a 10 point deficiency at the beginning of the game
when SXU scored in their first two possessions — one touchdown and one
field goal. The Cougars were also successful in halting Taylor’s response on
a first-and-goal from the one-yard line.

“If we scored a touchdown the first
time we got to the red zone, the game
may have been different,” said sophomore running back Spencer Crisp. “It
would have helped us win.”
Taylor may have started slow, but
they quickly redeemed themselves
by forcing a fumble on a home team
reception. Senior defensive back Jace
LaMunyon retrieved the ball 73 yards
away from the Trojan end zone.
A mere six plays later, Crisp was
able to bring the ball in for a touchdown and make the score 10–7.
The score was not stagnant
throughout the rest of the half, however. An interception led to another
scoring opportunity for the Cougars.
They capitalized on it and made the
score 17–7 right before the completion
of the first half.
“We were getting the ball first at the

beginning of the second half,” said
head coach Ron Korfmacher. “The
focus was to score first. We want to
be the first team on the scoreboard.”
The turnover trend followed both
teams into the third quarter when
senior defensive end Alex Anderson
recovered a fumble and allowed his offense to pounce on the Cougars which
changed the score to 17-14.
Saint Xavier responded with a
touchdown on their next possession
and kept the Trojans 10 points behind
until senior wide receiver Grant Hohlbein marched the ball in to score after
Photograph by Brad Timmerman
a 14 play drive.
Senior wide receiver Nicholas Lamica caught five passes Saturday, one for a touchdown.
Time elapsed and the game ended
with a four point Trojan deficit, but
“This game leaves a bad taste in our win tomorrow at Turner Stadium for
they walked away with much more mouths,” said Anderson. “I think it will Homecoming and Family Weekend.
than a loss — lessons learned and help us come out and fight even hard- The team’s first league game is slated
confidence that the team can com- er to get the win.”
for 1 p.m. against Siena Heights.
pete with anyone.
The Trojans will be fighting for their
echo@taylor.edu

Men’s and women’s cross country feeling confident

Both teams have
runners bringing an
impactful presence thus far
Lauren Taylor
Staff Writer

With a series of victories and personal records, Taylor’s men’s and women’s
cross country teams are starting out
the season with great success.
The men’s head coach Lance Vanderberg says the Trojans are starting
the season strong with a mixture of talented newcomers and experienced returners running. The women’s team
is standing at No. 10 with a record of
30–1, and the men are No. 13 with a record of 31–4.

“We have a very young team, so to
see a lot of our young athletes step up,
running really well, and having good
times is really encouraging,” sophomore Hunter Smith said.
According to the women’s head
coach Quinn White, the team is melding well together and showing great
unity. Smith finds this to be true as
well on the men’s side.
With six new freshmen on the
men’s roster this year, the team adds
some friendly competitiveness to
the atmosphere.
“This year we have a lot more depth
in our lineup,” said Smith. “We have a
lot of guys running similar times and
competing for the top spots.”
On Sept. 8th, the Trojans competed
in the Indiana Wesleyan Invite, their

Taylor alum Chris Holtmann is the men’s head
basketball coach at which school?
A. Ohio State B. Butler C. Michigan
Check back next week for the answer! Last weeks answer: C

5K race. Harden shared that she was
simply running her own race. She feels
this is a good start to the season, and
has a goal to lower her time below 18
minutes this year.
Today, the Trojans will be competing
in the Bethel Invitational Meet.
“Our goal is to win the meet and solidify our NAIA ranking,” said Vanderberg. “Both teams have a strong chance
of winning their respective meets and
are working to push each other to do
their best and hit good times.
As the season progresses, White says
the Trojans have high hopes of carrying on with their success and following
in the footsteps of the past Trojan runPhotograph provided by Quinn White
ners as they make their way to Nationals. Both teams show great potential
The cross country teams will be on the road today at the Bethel Invite.
for the remainder of the season, comfirst meet of the season. The men fin- League Preview, both Trojan teams peting for the league title and pushing
ished in first place as a team, with six brought home another victory. to raise their national rankings.
Taylor runners in the top 12 places. Both the men’s and women’s teams
The Trojans will compete at the
Smith obtained the first-place title of placed five of the top nine runners in Bethel Invitational this afternoon
the 8K race with a remarkable person- their races.
with the women’s race kicking off at
al record of 25:40, with freshman Josh
At their most recent meet, freshman 5 p.m., followed by the men’s race at
Roth right behind him at 25:43.
Sarah Harden accomplished a per- 5:45 p.m.
At their second meet, the Crossroads sonal record of 18:25 in the Women’s
echo@taylor.edu

